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Autumn should bring us a cool change, after the hot days of sum-
mer – enjoy! 
The meeting in February was one we shall never forget for so many 
reasons.  We opened our doors and welcomed many new faces 
and it would be a pleasure to greet them again. 

Welcome to Country was by Maureen French, a descendant of the 
Darug people , on whose land we were meeting. 

Our speaker was very unique as he is descended from very differ-
ent ancestors.  Ngulla Murrandah is a descendant of the Gundun-
gurra people and also a descendant of John Nichols who came on 
the First Fleet. 

The presentation Ngulla shared with us was so informative and 
words I am sure we will never forget.  I believe we could have lis-
tened for hours, with the Q & A time raising all sorts of questions. 

We have approached Ngulla and asked him would he like to give 
another presentation sometime in the future and he has said yes.  
This is great news for everyone, especially those who could not be 
present on Saturday, 9th February. 

There was a special person who we truly missed at our February 
meeting and his presence in the past will be remembered forever.  
Bob Lamb, dear husband of Sharon, left us on 21st December and 
we were saddened to say good-bye to a very special gentleman. 

Please remember we appreciate any feedback you may like to pass 
on to us. 

                   President, 
      Pamela Hempel 
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DIARY DATES: 

 

                   MARCH 2019 MEETING 

                     Saturday 9th March Hawkesbury Regional Library, 11am  

Guest Speaker: Carol Roberts talks on her research of Hawkesbury artist Greg Hansell and his 

depictions of heritage sites and landscapes around the Hawkesbury 

“Plein Air, Place and Passion”  

 

 

APRIL 2019 MEETING 

Saturday 13th April Hawkesbury Regional Library, 11am 

                                 Guest Speaker: Heidi Brown, Social Historian, descendant of   

                                Ann Gordon, daughter  of member Pauline Garmonsway           

“The Female Factory” 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 2019 MEETING 

Saturday 11th May Penrith Library, High Street, Penrith,11am 

                                  Guest Speaker: Kerry Farmer, Member of the Society of Australian  

                                  Genealogists Education Committee  

      “DNA Research” 
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Ann Colpitts: A great survivor  by Laurie Turtle 

Ann Colpitts was born around 1755 in Scotland and was a great survivor. Evidence from newspa-

pers and court records show that she became involved with a gang of pickpockets and thieves. 

They operated in an around the Gateshead Fell area of Durham. First reports of her start in 1780, 

but her common law husband Thomas is mentioned as early as 1774 

From information found in court papers and the Newcastle Courant we find out that Ann was a Scot-

tish woman of “low stature” and that her common law husband was Thomas Colpitts. We learn that 

although she went by the name of Ann Colpitts, she was really a widow by the name of Ann Watson. 

Nothing is known of her circumstances before moving to Durham, but no doubt this was an attempt 

to survive as a widow with children. 

Ann continued to have scrapes with the law, being brought before the courts a number of times and 

spending some time in prison. Finally, she was convicted of stealing from Thomas Chipchase’s 

store in Durham. Her next feat as a survivor occurred when she was given the “benefit of clergy”. 

For this she “read” a passage from the bible and her capital offence was reduced to transportation. 

Once on board the Lady Penrhyn Ann found her next means of survival by maintaining a relation-

ship with John Colethread, a marine on board that ship. He would have afforded her a level of safely 

and perhaps small privileges. She stayed with John for a time in NSW before marrying Thomas 

Smith in the 1790’s. This relationship broke down, but Ann soon found solace in a new relationship 

with Joseph Hatton. Together, they build up a farm in the Ryde area and this probably became her 

greatest means of survival. Her Australian children now had a father, she had a life partner and to-

gether they worked towards a level of prosperity in the new colony. 

By the time of her death in 1832, Ann had survived her widowhood, her life of crime in Durham, the 

trip to Australia, the privations of the early years in NSW and finally as a pioneer in the Ryde area. 

By the time of her death her family owned land in the Ryde area and “Mrs Hatton” was recognized 

as a respected pioneer of the area. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 1st March 

...today I pardoned five convicts, one of them being convict Freeman on the condition of his becom-
ing the public executioner for and during the term for which he was transported to this country, and 
of his residing within the limits of this Government  for and during the term of his natural life 

                Captain Phillip 

Saturday 23rd April 

 ...though the Governor suffered much pain he would not relinquish the object of his pursuit of the 
expeditions...we made a kettle of excellent soup out of a white cockatoo and two crows which I had 
shot 

                                      Chief Surgeon White    

 

 Wednesday 11th May 

...I have ordered the marines to spend more time building their own huts instead of so much parad-
ing 

                Captain Phillip 

 Quotes from the Colony 1788 
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  A Glance at Maria Lock   by Judith O’Donohue 

 

There was nothing ordinary about Maria Lock. The actual date of her birth is not known. Her 

headstone at St. Bartholomews Church at Prospect reads  “Last of the aboriginals from 

Blacktown” and gives her age as 84 years which would seem to indicate that she was born 

in 1794 . 

Maria grew up at Richmond Bottoms on the eastern floodplains of the Deerubbin later 

known as the Hawkesbury River, close to todays town of Richmond. Maria’s early grasp of 

the English language and her later above average educational performance suggests that 

she had continuous contact with Europeans 

Her Father was known as Yellomundee. No information is known about her mother. Maria 

had at least one brother known as Colebee. 

Maria made her debut into White Australian History in 1814 during a conference of the 

tribes in Parramatta. After a short conversation with Governor Macquarie her father placed 

her in the care of William Shelley and his wife Elizabeth at their new Native Institution to be 

tutored by William Shelley who was Headmaster at the time. Maria had a zest to learn and 

in 1819 she took out  the Major Award at 11 years of age against 100 of the local European 

children. Maria was the talk of the town yet by 1822 the Native School at Parramatta was 

coming to an end. A new school was being built beside Richmond Road at Blacktown.  

Amongst the carpenters were Robert Lock and his father Jonathon. Robert who was illiter-

ate was serving a 7 seven year sentence and he certainly found Maria to be special. 

On the 26
th
January 1824 , thirty six years after the establishment of the colony at St.Johns 

Church Parramatta, Maria and Robert were married. It was the first officially sanctioned 

marriage between a young Aboriginal girl and a British convict. Maria’s convict husband 

was assigned to her as a sixteen year old girl. 

Maria and Robert returned to Blacktown to settle on one of the farms allocated to Aboriginal 

married couples. Four acres of land was cleared and a hut was built for their  home. At the 

time of her marriage Maria was promised a cow and a grant of land. She received the cow 

but not the land grant, so she asked and received 30 acres of land which had been granted 

to her brother Colebee in partnership with Nurragingy in 1819.This land grant was the first 

given to an Aboriginal woman in Australia 

Robert Lock died age 53 and is buried at St. Bartholomew’s Prospect. Maria survived him 

by 24 years. On her death all her land went to her nine surviving children. 

Quite a remarkable woman! 
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John Albert aka Jack WHITEMAN by Joy Jorgenson 

John Albert Whiteman, the 4
th
 of 9 children, was born 11

th
 February 1888 at Gladstone St, Parramatta to John 

Whiteman (son of Thomas Whiteman & Sarah Jane nee Weekes), brick labourer, carter, farmer & Caroline 

Mobbs (daughter of James Mobbs & Mary Ann nee Bevan) who had married in 1881 at the Wesleyan Parson-

age at Parramatta.  He was baptised on 20
th
 March 1888 on the Wesleyan Circuit, Parramatta and had 5 

brothers & 3 sisters, all born at Parramatta.  Although 'officially' named John he was always referred to as 

Jack by his family & friends. 

Although not a descendant of a First Fleeter, Jack has Hawkesbury district connections.  He is a 2x great 

grandson of John Grono, ship's captain & farmer and his wife Elizabeth Bristow via their 3rd daughter & 4th 

child Colonial born Maria.  John & Elizabeth, along with 2 daughters, had arrived, from England, in NSW on-

board the Buffalo in 1799 as free settlers.  Maria married, under banns, England born William Mobbs jnr, or-

chardist & farmer in 1818.  Their marriage is recorded in the St. Matthews (CoE), Windsor registry, but the 

date on which it occurred indicates the venue as probably being at the original chapel.  After her marriage 

Maria relocated to reside on William's property at current-day Carlingford where they produced 15 children all 

of whom survived into adulthood to produce 120 grandchildren for their parents. 

On Jack's father’s side his Whiteman great grandparents, Stephen, bricklayer, builder, plasterer & publican & 

Ann Maria nee Eldridge arrived, from Sussex England, in the Colony in 1837 on board the Augusta Jessie, 

with their 5 surviving children, one of whom was Jack's grandfather Thomas, aged 19 years.  Thomas, also a 

bricklayer & builder married immigrant Sarah Week(e)s at Parramatta in 1841.His Weekes great grandpar-

ents, James & Sarah nee King arrived, also from Sussex, in 1839 on board the Morayshire, with their 4 chil-

dren, one of whom was John Albert’s grandmother Sarah, aged 17 years.  The family had a traumatic voyage 

to New South Wales.  They transferred to the Morayshire after the vessel in which they left England, the 

Juliana, was severely damaged when it ran aground at Green's Point, Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, when 

the Captain decided to stop at Cape Town to replenish food supplies & allow the passengers respite. 

On Jack's mother’s side his 2 x great grandfather, William Mobbs arrived as a convict in 1797 onboard the 

Barwell.  In 1801 William’s wife, Ann nee Grover & their 3 children, the eldest being William jnr, aged 10 years, 

arrived on the Earl Cornwallis, as a result of a Government assistance programme. Other of Jack’s 2x great 

grandparents, on his mother’s side of the family, John Bevan & Ann nee Powis also arrived as convicts.  John 

on the Coromandel in 1802 and Ann on the Mary Ann in 1816.  John, sawyer, farmer & farrier & Ann were 

married in 1817 at St. Johns (CoE), Parramatta. 

Jack's grandparents, James Mobbs & Mary Ann Bevan, were married in 1848 at St. Anne's (CoE), Ryde.  

James followed in his father & grandfather's footsteps, being an orchardist & farmer.  Their eldest son John 

also married into the William & Maria family when he married one of James' younger sisters Susannah in 

1848. As a young man Jack was a road racing cyclist.  He was a member of and rode with the Rosehill Bicycle 

Club that became known as the Parramatta League of Wheelmen.  His brother Percy also rode with this 

group. 

Jack was a chauffer when he married Irene Mary Caroline Cottrill (daughter of Henry Cottrill & Annie Maria 

nee Curtis) on 7
th
 September 1915 at St. Matthews (CoE), Manly NSW.  Jack had been in the employ of 

James Brindley Bettington II (of Oatlands, Dundas and sheep properties Brindley Park and Terrigong at Mer-

riwa in the Hunter Valley) since 1910.  Upon his resignation from this position, in a personnel reference from 

James Bettington, he highly praised Jack for his service, soberness and reliability and considered him to be an 

excellent mechanic and totally trustworthy.It is most probable that Jack met Irene because of their connection 

with the Bettington family.  In 1891 Irene’s father accompanied horses from England onboard the Echuca for 

the Bettington family.  Although intending on returning to England he remained, became a groomsman & 

coachman and later chauffer for this family. Jack, Irene & their first child, daughter Pauline Anzac, were living 

with his parents-in-law at Alice Street, Harris Park NSW when he left for overseas service in WWI.  He was 28 

years old when he volunteered with the 13
th
 Reinforcement 4

th
 Battalion and embarked onboard the Aneas for 

Egypt.  He joined the 2
nd

 Battalion at Tel El Kebir on 14
th
 February 1916 and embarked at Alexandria on 22

nd
 

March onboard the Jeurnia for France.  After ship, train & an 18-mile march (fully packed) in 3 ½ hours, he 

reached Meteren in France.  Through knee high slush and mud and being subjected to enemy machine gun 

fire when crossing an open patch of ground, Jack and five others reached the trenches of Pozieres on the 

Western Front on 20
th
 April.  



Hawkesbury-Nepean Chapter Fellowship of First Fleeters 

6 

The allied soldiers at Pozieres came under heavy fire on 21
st
 July and Jack almost lost his life when he received 

very serious gun shot wounds to the right side of his thorax and abdomen.  He lost a section of his lung and 

liver and sustained extensive damage to a kidney.  Apparently he was so badly wounded that it was considered 

that he would die which resulted in medical attention being given to those that were considered to ‘have a 

chance’.  Thus Jack was left mud soaked in the cold.  As ‘luck would have it’ this was to be to his advantage.  

The cold and mud had aided in stemming his bleeding (if he had have received ‘immediate’ medical attention it 

is considered that he would have most certainly bleed to death).  Two days later, when he was found to still be 

alive, he was transferred to a Casualty Clearing Station and remained there until 11
th
 August.  From here he 

embarked on the St. Denis from Boulogne, France for South Hampton, England, still in a critical state.  Upon 

admission to the Southern General Hospital (SGH), Jack overheard the doctor say he won’t last long Sister.  

But this was not to be so.  After 5 ½ months at SGH he was transferred to the Auxiliary Hospital at Turls where 

he remained until he left for Australia.  Jack arrived back in Australia onboard HMAT Beltana on 12
th
 May 1917 

and was eventually discharged from the AIF on 19
th
 November 1917. 

On the site at which John was injured Australia’s Official War Historian, Charles Bean, said that this site marks 

a ridge more densely sown with Australian sacrifice than any other place on earth. Unfortunately for Jack, upon 

his discharge his former employer and mentor, James Bettington, was unable to re-employ him as James was-

n’t able to keep a married man.  But, as a Serviceman, John had been able to claim a fortnightly pension in the 

name of Irene and Pauline due to the War Pension Act 1914 – 1916. 

In December 1917 Jack signed a contract for Lot 72 Honiton Ave, East Carlingford for which he paid ₤46.  In 

February 1918 the people of Carlingford organised an Art Union to raise funds for disabled ex-serviceman Jack 

WHITEMAN to enable him to have a home built.  James Bettington supplied the first prize, a thoroughbred mare 

valued at 100 Guineas.  This value was well exceeded when ₤300 was raised.  The home was erected by the 

Carlingford branch of the Voluntary Worker’s Association and an official opening ceremony was conducted in 

May 1918.  Jack and Irene named their new home Niblick.  They developed a small orchard, mainly citrus, ran a 

cow and used a pony and sulky for transport. Between July 1918 and October 1919 Jack supported Irene and 

Pauline working as a motor mechanic under the employ of Walter Brunton of Brunton & Company in Sydney.  

When Jack decided to leave their employ he again received a glowing reference. Jack’s second child, Jean An-

nie, was born 5
th
 February 1920 at Nurse Donnelly’s Private Hospital, Church St, Parramatta.   

It is probable that Jack’s employer after Walter Brunton was Herbert R Elliott of Elliot Bros Ltd. Wholesale Drug-

gist, O’Connell St, Sydney as he was in his employ as a chauffer and mechanic when he resigned to re-locate 

his family to Merriwa towards the end of 1924 to re-commence employment with James Bettington.  Again Jack 

was given a glowing reference.  The family went to live on the Bettington family property Terrigong on Bunnan 

Rd, towards Scone, with Jack’s salary now being ₤32 per quarter. His last child, son John Albert jnr, was born at 

Merriwa on 6
th
 August 1926 and baptised on 14

th
 September at the Holy Trinity Church at Merriwa.  Jack was a 

motor driver at the time. Jack’s war injuries affected his health to such an extent that he, Irene and the children 

had to return to Sydney.  The family stayed with Henry & Annie Cottrill, at Harris Park, while Jack had his dam-

aged kidney removed at Lewisham Hospital towards the end of 1930. 

The next place of residence of Jack and his family was North Ryde.  In the middle of 1931 Jack brought a run-

down piggery at Lot 456B Cabul Rd (became 154/8 Wicks Rd) at North Ryde, Municipality of Ryde.  It appears 

that during the period that the North Ryde property was being renovated, John possibly supported his family as 

a chauffer and mechanic for the Bettington family.  On 8
th
 March 1933 James Bettington again gave him a glow-

ing reference when Jack left his employ.  When the family was settled at North Ryde, their two horses that they 

left at Merriwa, were ridden (a journey of three days) to North Ryde. Jack and Irene developed their piggery by 

purchasing pedigree Tamworth and Middle York sows and boars from such studs as Warringah, Norfolk and 

Fairleigh.  Jack’s quality breeding stock, good husbandry and thoughtful breeding plans resulted in many 

awards at local agricultural shows, including the coveted Riverstone Cup, and The Sydney Royal Agricultural 

Show. With the continuation of World War II Jack re-enlisted, leaving Irene to run the North Ryde farm.  Jack 

served as a Lance Bombardier in the Local Headquarters School of Search Lights from 26
th
 May 1941, served 

for 1223 days and was discharged on 29
th
 September 1944.  His daily allowance was 3/6d and his dependants 

4/6d per day.  This service entitled Jack to a War Gratuity of ₤26 and 5s that was issued on 3
rd

 March 1946 and 

became due for payment (with compound interest at 3 ¼ % per annum) on 3
rd

 March 1951. 
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Some time after WWII Jack converted the piggery into a poultry farm, producing eggs, which he ran success-

fully until his death on 12
th
 August 1960.  He died, at his home, from myocardial insufficiency and carcinoma 

prostate and was buried 3 days later in the Northern Suburbs Cemetery (now Macquarie Park Cemetery & 

Crematorium), at North Ryde (now Macquarie Park) with his son who had tragically died in 1943. 

Jack lived to become a grandfather to Christopher and Joy, children of his daughter Jean.  As the two families 

were neighbours, he was well aware of the events and achievements they experienced during their upbring-

ing. Jack was a very patient man and took great pleasure in going through his weekly ‘ritual’ of sitting in the 

sun on the ramp that led from the driveway to the back door of the verandah of his home, reading the Sunday 

comics that came in the newspaper.  His favourites were The Potts Family and Ginger Meggs.  As a pipe 

smoker this ‘ritual’ began with meticulously cleaning out his pipe, refilling it with specially teased out tobacco, 

tamping it down and lighting up in preparation for his reading and chuckling.  During his life time Jack was a 

member of the Freemasonry organisation and also had a keen interest in and played cricket. 

Irene remained on the property & in 1966 it came under resumption by the Ryde Council.  She amalgamated 

her funds with those of her daughter, Jean and son-in-law Ernie Walker, and moved onto a fifty-acre property 

at Luddenham in 1967.  From here Irene made regular trips back to North Ryde mainly to attend Jack's 

grave, but also 'catch up' with their old acquaintances.  She passed away in 1979 at Concord Repatriation 

Hospital. 
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A 

Glance 
at Mary 

Wade  

Biography of James Raworth KENNEDY 1754 – 1826 

Submitted by Warren Sharpe 

Unlike their more famous namesakes in America, the Australian Kennedys came to Australia from England, not  Ireland, 

with possible Scottish ancestry. 

The first of this branch, of the Kennedy clan to arrive in Australia was John Kennedy in 1794, on the ship Surprise, at just 

14 years of age. He had emigrated here with his maternal uncle, Matthew Pearce who settled in the Toongabbie/

Parramatta area on a farm now known as Bella Vista. The patriarch of the Kennedy family, however, was John’s father 

James Raworth Kennedy. James was born in Kent, around 1757, to John Kennedy (1737 – 1819) and Mary Kennedy (nee 

Sedden). Through childhood, James appeared destined to join the church, in the footsteps of  his father, grandfather and 

great grandfather before him. However, on reaching manhood he decided that this was not his vocation and pursued other 

activities.  Why is unknown! He married his childhood sweetheart Elizabeth (Lydia) Pearce (1760 – 1794) around 1779 and 

fathered eight children. At least four of these children were alive when their mother passed away in 1794 – John (1780 – 

1843), Elizabeth Charlotte (1783 – 1843), Jane (1785 – 1859) and Louisa Sophia (1790 – 1837). It was after the death of 

Elizabeth, the loss of his fortune, in poor trades, the emigration of his son John and the probable re-marriage of his father, 

that James also decided to immigrate to Australia, with his remaining three daughters and his sister (Elizabeth More Ken-

nedy, 1760 – 1847). They arrived in Sydney in 1795, on the ship the “Royal Sovereign”. On arrival, Elizabeth obtained a 

matronship at the female orphanage in Sydney and held this role until after her marriage to Andrew Hamilton Hume, at 

Parramatta in 1796,. Their first son was Hamilton Hume (1797 – 1873) whom became the first Australian born explorer in 

the colony. 

A “Jno” Kennedy was granted 160 acres of land at Prospect Hill, in May 1799, known as Nettlestead Farm and it has been 

thought that this grant was to James’ son, John. However, Nettlestead appears to be where Elizabeth More Kennedy and 

James had grown up. Also, a list of free settlers in 1801 lists the owner as John Kennedy ““per Sovereign”” as the holder of 

the 1799 grant. Together with a 1799 letter written by James, which prove that James was resident at Prospect Hill, these 

records would indicate that it was James R. Kennedy who was the holder of the 1799 grant, although it may have been a 

‘family’ grant which included his three daughters, as well as John, whom we know from James’ letters, worked on the farm 

with his father. Later, Elizabeth More Kennedy was also granted land in the Prospect Hill area. At Nettlestead Farm, 

James and his family lived in a small two room ‘wattled and plastered’ hut, with a thatched roof (infested with mice). The 

home had no glass windows and the shutters and doors had ‘crevices’ large enough for James to ‘put his hand through’ 

them. He did not appear to mix with his emancipist neighbors and also appears to have been at odds with the administra-

tion of the colony. 

Although James attempted to grow all varieties of fruits and vegetables in his farm garden, his first attempts at general 

farming (wheat, maize, potatoes and onions) were a failure. His 1799 & 1800 season crops were destroyed by wet 

weather and he was forced to sell his little flock of sheep and goats to cover his debts. His daughters were taken from him 

and placed in the Female Orphan School, in Sydney, under Mrs. Hume (their aunt).  It was here that his daughter Jane 

became pregnant.  In 1803 James’ wheat harvest was affected by ‘blight’ and an excessive drought totally ruined his corn 

(maize) crop. By 1808 James had acquired a strong interest into the ‘raising and culture’ of hops, having planted out 1000 

or more plants. However, it is unknown if this was at Prospect Hill or at Windsor. 

James’ children started to marry and leave home and by 1816 he had relocated from Prospect Hill to Windsor to be nearer 

to them. He also convinced Rev. R. Cartwright to plant hops, as ‘more growers were required to meet the colonial require-

ments’. Although he appears to be improving his personal situation, he expresses concern at the plight of some of the 

older (70-90 years of age) colonists/emancipists. James is now the centre of a growing family nearing forty (children, grand 

children, nephews and nieces – including family names such as: Kennedy; Broughton; Dargin; Dight; Loder; Howe and 

Doyle) and he hopes to live long enough to see this double. His situation appears to improve over the next few years and 

he believes that the colony has generally improved since the arrival of Governor Lachlan Macquarie. However, monopolies 

were still prevalent. James appears to have become a close friend and confidante of Mr. John Howe, one of his sons in 

law, possibly even living with the Howe family at Windsor.  John Howe named his 200 acre farm, “Raworth”, in honor of 

James and this now exists as the town of Raworth, situated between Maitland and Morpeth in the lower Hunter Valley. 

James Raworth Kennedy passed away, at Mr. John Howe’s house, in Windsor, on 19th July, 1826 and was buried in St 

Matthews cemetery in Windsor. 

For contributions to the Newsletter please email to  

    fffhnc2015@gmail.com 

      Website:  www.fffhnc.com 


