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As we come to the close of our fourth year as a Chapter, we have seen many changes.  We 
began as a chapter in May 2015 with a dedicated number of members that we have contin-
ued to be blessed in welcoming at each of our meetings over this time.  The fellowship in the 
Hawkesbury Nepean Blue Mountains that we have developed over this time is remarkable 
and I am sure will continue well into the future. 
 
I am writing this report in place of our regular Chapter President because at our AGM in Au-
gust, no President or Vice President was elected.  At this writing however, the new Commit-
tee has not had a chance to meet to discuss our present situation and how we will handle it 
during the 2019-2020 period.  I am sure that we will come to a successful resolution in the 
coming months.   

 
We are fortunate to have a very capable Committee with two new members, Kerri Simpson 
and Joy Jorgensen.  At the same time, we farewell two Committee Members that have de-
voted four years to the growth of our Chapter.  Sharon Lamb, our First President, serving 
from 2015-2017 did not stand for re-election this year due to health reasons.  Sharon was 
also vital in developing the School Poster Presentations partly sponsored by the Richmond 
Lions Club over the past four years.  She will remain active as a Director on the parent body. 
Judith O’Donohue likewise did not stand for re-election after also serving for the past four 
years.  She was instrumental in arranging our many speakers and excursions during her time 
on the Committee.  We will miss both of them and their input into our activities.   

 
A special thank you also to our outgoing President Pamela Hempel. While remaining on the 
Committee, she hopes to offer her skills assisting “behind the scenes” as will Heather Threl-
fall our outgoing Vice President.  At the same time, I am certain that all four will continue  
their interest in the welfare of our Chapter.  Again, I would like to take this opportunity in 
thanking both of them for their service over the past four years. 
 
We will have the pleasure of hosting the Fellowship of First Fleeters Annual General Meeting 
in Windsor on Saturday, 26th October in the Hawkesbury Regional Museum, 8 Baker Street, 
Windsor.  More information about this AGM meeting will be in the next edition of “Founders” 
and on the Fellowship Website.  All of our members are encouraged to attend and if possible 
assist in welcoming members of the parent body to our wonderful rich historical Hawkesbury 
Nepean Blue Mountains area. 
 
On behalf of the FFF Hawkesbury Nepean Chapter, I would like to welcome you to the 2019-
2020 year and to the “Spring” edition of our Newsletter.  Our special thanks as usual goes to 
Kathleen Forrest for her editorial skills to make this newsletter possible. 

 
                                                                                On behalf of the Committee, 

                                                                                       William Hempel, 
                                                                                  Corresponding Secretary, 
                                                                              FFF Hawkesbury Nepean Chapter 
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                                  UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

 

 SEPTEMBER 2019 MEETING 

Topic:  “Rails, Roads and Bridges on the Mountains” 

Date: Saturday  14th September 2019 

Venue: Presbyterian Church,  Macquarie Road, Springwood 

Time: 11am 

Guest Speaker: Doug Knowles, Local Historian 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2019 MEETING 

Topic:  “The Grey Scheme” 

Date: Saturday 12th October 2019 

Venue: Hawkesbury Regional Library, George Street, Windsor 

Time: 11am 

Guest Speaker: Lorraine Turtle, Local & Family Historian 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2019 MEETING 

Topic: Possible Tour to the Parramatta Female Factory 

Date: Saturday 9th November 2019 

Further details to be advised 
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Saturday 3rd September 1788 

our first sowing of seed has failed...barley and many seeds have rotted in the 
ground ...therefore I find the necessity to sow the ground a second time with seed which I 
had saved for the next year 

                       Captain Phillip 

Saturday 16th October 1788 

If I had two or three hundred frying pans I would have a saving of spades as I observe they 
are used by the convict’s as cooking utensils. 

 

                    Captain Phillip 

 

Sunday 11th September 1788 

as soon as a sufficient quantity of bricks can be made, a stone church is to be built and 
named St Phillips after the Governor 

           Judge Advocate Collins 

 

 

 

 Quotes from the Colony 1788 

 The Chapter welcomes two new committee members for 2019-2020 

 

For contributions to the Newsletter please email to  

    fffhnc2015@gmail.com 

      Website:  www.fffhnc.com 

 

Welcome to Joy Jorgensen and Kerri Simpson 
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  The Murder of Mary Ann Wright by Rebecca Turnbull 

A the tender age of 5 Mary Ann Turnbull journeyed to the Colony of NSW on the ship Coromandel in 1802 

with her parents John and Ann Turnbull, older brother Ralph and younger siblings James and Jessica, no one 

could estimate that a bloody ending was in store for her. 

The Turnbull family eventually settled on the banks of the Hawkesbury River at Portland Head (Ebenezer) on 

100 acres. John and Ann had three more sons and proved to be industrious in the production of pigs and 

peaches. 

Life carried on for the Turnbull family, their eldest son Ralph married into the neighbouring Cavanough Family 

( he married the daughter of First Fleeters - Owen Cavanough and Margaret Darnell) and next at 17 years of 

age Mary Ann married soldier Joseph Hartley a Private in the 73
rd

 Regiment. They married at St Matthews 

Church of England in Windsor  22nd December  1813 ( Mary Ann signed while Joseph marked with an X). The 

73rd Regiment had arrived in Sydney 1st January 1810 with Governor Lachlan Macquarie and took over du-

ties from the New South Wales Corps (102nd Regiment). 

Early in 1814, shortly after their marriage, the 73
rd

 Regiment’s tour of duty in the colony of NSW and Van 

Diemen’s Land concluded and Joseph was posted to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and Mary Ann accompanied him. 

They sailed on the ship General Hewitt  6th April 1814. While there Mary Ann gave birth to their son James, 

but sadly only 6 months later in Colombo  21st November 1814 her husband Joseph died suddenly from ill-

ness. (Most deaths in the regiment during its tour of duty in Ceylon were from tropical diseases rather than 

military combat). 

Far away in Ceylon, a widow with a small child, and still only 19 years of age Mary Ann had no option but to 

return to her parent’s farm on the Hawkesbury. She returned in late 1815 after a disastrous return journey on 

the ship Kangaroo which had unscheduled delays and stops and took 170 days from Ceylon to Port Jackson 

( previous journey’s had taken only 117 days).  

On her return a grief stricken Mary Ann struck up a relationship with one of the convict workers on her father’s 

farm, James Wright. James had arrived on the convict transport Indian in December 1810.  He had been sen-

tenced to life for horse stealing, and later commuted to transportation. He had been selected as an assigned 

convict by John Turnbull to assist with horse breaking and had arrived to farm at Portland Head mid-1814, 

after Mary Ann had left. This dalliance resulted in a pregnancy and a hastily ordered marriage. Mary Ann mar-

ried James Wright  11 November 1816 again at St Matthews Church of England. She signed her name as 

Mary Hartley and again her husband signed with an X.  

Their child Jane was born a few months later  23 March 1817 followed by  Thomas in 1821 and Mary Ann in 

1822. Evidence points to James Wright reoffending in some capacity and spending time at Newcastle be-

tween the births of their first and second children.  

Mary Ann and James set up their own farm on land leased from William Everingham, which was next door to 

Mary Ann’s older brother Ralph and his wife and family on the First Branch of the Hawkesbury River (now 

known as the Colo River). James had received his ticket of leave and their farm had 7 acres under wheat, 5 

acres under maize, half an acre of potatoes and half an acre of orchard, but things were not as peaceful as 

they seemed. 
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On the morning of 5 February 1825, the eldest son James Hartley cried out to their nearest neighbours that 

his mother was killed, and that his father had run away. The following is an account of the event from the Tas-

manian and Port Dalrymple Advertiser 6 April 1825. 

The following may be depended on as too true an account of the direful deed glanced at in our last:–On Satur-
day morning, the 5th Feb, between 8 and 9 in the morning, a most barbarous murder was committed on the 
body of Mrs. Wright, a daughter of Mr. Turnbull's, Portland-head, by her husband.—This dreadful event took 
place in their own house, 0n the first branch of the River Hawkesbury. The first notice of it was given by one of 
the children. On entering the house a shocking scene presented itself. The woman was lying on the floor cov-
ered over with the bed, bathed with gore, and quite speechless. On examination she was found to have re-
ceived several mortal fractures upon the head, besides several bruises in other parts of the body. The axe, 
which had been the instrument of inflicting these wounds, was lying, at a little distance covered with blood and 
hair. Medical aid was procured with the utmost despatch; but it was unavailing—the poor woman died on Mon-
day. On the Coroner's Inquest it was ascertained that the woman, as well as her husband, had been seen only 
a few minutes before the deed was perpetrated. The children had been sent to their customary employments; 
the eldest, a boy, to mind the pigs; the second, a girl, to frighten away the cockatoos from the maize, who had 
also to nurse the youngest child, an infant about a year old. There was only this difference; that the father sent 
away the least boy with some bread to his elder brother, which was an unusual thing. There was no evidence 
of any domestic quarrel either that morning, or the preceding night; nor of the intoxication of either of the par-
ties.—Some conversation, however, of rather a singular nature, occurred on Friday evening. The woman, on 
telling her son that she should go with him in the morning to the place where he took the pigs, that she might 
get some peaches, added—"If I live till the morning, for I may die, or I may be killed;" on which her husband 
said– 'Killed! why, who is to kill you if I do not?"; she replied, "No, there is no one to kill me if you don't." The 
Coroner's Inquest was wilful murder against the husband; who has not yet been found, though several per-
sons think they have seen him prowling about in the neighbourhood. By others it is conjectured, as he took his 
razors with him, that he has destroyed himself.  

James Wright aware of the gravity of his actions went on the run but he hid in the nearby bush of the area, 

presumably to find out what had happened to the children, maybe perhaps thinking he would find sympathis-

ers in the local community. 

 But this was not the case and he was apprehended 16 days later by Thomas Gardiner another convict, who 

ended up receiving a ticket of leave for his part in apprehending the perpetrator. 

Mary Ann survived for two days before succumbing to her fatal injuries. She was buried next to her mother in 

St Johns Church of England cemetery at Wilberforce. 

The murder trial was held in the Supreme Court of NSW on 20 May 1825. Witnesses were called including 

Major West the surgeon who attended to Mary Ann’s injuries, John Howe the coroner and James Hartley at 

just 11 years old. 

As reported in the Sydney Gazette and NSW Advertiser on Thursday 2 June 1825: James Wright was indicted 

for the wilful murder of his wife, Mary Ann Wright, in the district of the Hawkesbury, on  5 February last. 

It appeared in evidence, that the improper conduct of the deceased had been a constant source of disquiet to 

the unfortunate man; and was eventually the cause of his committing the dreadful act, for which he stood his 

trial. He confessed to the Magistrate, after he was apprehended, that having had reason to suspect the de-

ceased of an adulterous intercourse with a man named Cavanagh, he spoke to her on the subject, when she 

told him that “he knew she had been common both before and since he married her, and that she would be so 

to any man she pleased” in the unguarded impulse of the moment, he seized an axe which was at hand, and 

committed the dreadful act, which deprived the wretched victim of existence. He declared, that he had no de-

sire to escape from justice, and only absconded for the purpose of gaining time to pray to God for forgiveness. 

He was described by William Cox, Esq. a Magistrate at Windsor, who had known him for some years, to have 

been a quiet industrious man, somewhat irritable in temper, and of quick and sensitive feelings. No defence 
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which day the unhappy but penitent man expiated his direful offence by the untimely forfeiture of his life. May 

such awful exits be attended with lasting benefits to that society which crime has thus ignominiously deprived 

of another member! 

James Wright died  30 May 1825 executed on the scaffold for the murder of his wife. 

And what of the children who had now became orphans? 

James Hartley went to live at Portland head with his grandfather and uncles including Uncle Bligh (William 

Bligh Turnbull) who was only 5 years older than him. He married Jane Armstrong of Wilberforce at Pitt town in 

1830 going on to have 11 children, the last when he was 57 years old! 

Jane Wright lived with fellow Coromandel settlers James and Jane Davison (nee Johnston) on their farm, 

Jane married William Douglas from Richmond just after her 14
th
 birthday! She went on to have 10 children and 

lived until she was 81 years old. 

Thomas Wright went to live with his Uncle George Turnbull after his parents deaths. At 14 he was sentenced 

to cattle stealing but due to his young age was saved from transportation. He never married and died in 1868. 

 The youngest of Mary Ann and James Wright’s children was Mary Ann who was just 1 year old when her 

mother was brutally murdered. She was taken into the care of her Uncle Ralph and his wife Grace (nee 

Cavanough) who lived on the adjacent farm from where her mother was killed. She married Joseph Yates in 

Wilberforce in 1839 and went on to have 11 children. 

 

 

 

     ANN FORBES REUNION 

Join us for a special day celebrating the life and descendants of First Fleet Convict-Ann Forbes. 

Come along to connect, ask questions and put more of the pieces of the family history together. 

Descendants from the Huxley and Dring lines will gather at: 

Australiana Pioneer Village in Wilberforce, Hawkesbury, NSW 

Rose Street, Wilberforce NSW 

on 21st March 2020. 

10am-4pm 

Your ticket will  include entry, train and hay rides, exclusive access to the historic village and our 
family history displays. 

           Registration Link: 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ann-forbes-descendants-reunion-2020-tickets-62189060153 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ann-forbes-descendants-reunion-2020-tickets-62189060153
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      The Wardian Case  submitted by Kathleen Forrest 

 Although the First Fleet arrived in Sydney Cove with seed and plants including some fruit 

trees it is well documented that the colony struggled to feed itself during the early days.  In 

the decades post arrival there were many attempts to transport plants, trees and flowers 

from England and elsewhere to Australia. On many occasions these attempts were unsuc-

cessful. A number of factors   can be considered when looking  at why failure occurred. The 

great distance across the oceans, the intense heat and freezing cold conditions, the lack of 

light below deck, sea water and the  lack of fresh water  made it almost impossible for many 

plants to survive the long journey.  

When Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward put a moth in a sealed jar as an experiment in 1829, the 

moth did not survive. He did however find that a fern spore and a few  pieces of grass grew 

exceptionally well. This experiment led to Nathaniel developing  the “Wardian Case” which 

was effectively a small greenhouse.  

The longest distance to travel by sea at this time was the journey between England and 

Australia. Ward decided to put his theory to the test. In July 1833 he sent an assortment of 

grasses, fern and moss in two wardian cases to Sydney. In November 1833 a letter arrived 

in England addressed to Ward. The letter was written by Charles Marland who was charged 

with overseeing the security of the two wardian cases throughout the long journey to  Aus-

tralia.  Marland informed Ward that the experiment was “fully succeeded”. The plants not 

only survived the journey, they were in near perfect condition and had grown. 

For the return journey to England, Australian specimens were planted into the wardian 

cases and arrived back in England in great condition. Over coming years wardian cases 

would be used to transport all manner of live plants around the world including to many 

parts of Australia.  This saw the introduction of many new species to parts of the world 

where they had not previously been known. One such species was the “Primrose”. 

In the 1850’s according to some sources, as many as 3000 people lined up to view the 

flower which reminded many of their homeland England. Others lined to see a species of 

flower from the other side of the world that they had never seen before. The police were 

called to control the procession as the flower was brought in from the dock. 

A British artist named Edward Hopley depicted the scene in his painting “A Primrose From 

England” (1855). There is no doubt that the primrose could not have arrived still in full 

bloom if not for the invention of the Wardian Case. The invention of the wardian case saw 

hundreds of plants introduced to Australia. 

It is certain that descendants of First Fleeters greatly benefited from the invention of the 

wardian case. Next time you are eating a fruit, a vegetable or admiring a pretty flower that is 

not native to Australia, remember that it is highly likely the species first arrived here  in a 

wardian case. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Left: An early model of the Wardian Case 

Right: A  Primrose in bloom 
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 She has crossed the stormy ocean 

A pilgrim to our shore 

As fresh and beauty 

And dear as days of yore.  

This short poem by Charles Mackay was published in 1855 and was widely circulated at the 

time. The poem is about a  flower (the primrose) which had arrived in Melbourne in a wardian 

case.   

 

 “A Primrose From England” captures the scene of the Primrose after it had been 

transported safely across the seas  arriving still in full bloom in Melbourne. The 

painting was by Edward Hopley c.1855. Picture courtesy of Bendigo Art Gallery. 

  

             Nathanial  Bagshaw Ward                                                                                   Samples of  early Wardian Cases 
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A Glance at Thomas Barrett   
On a wall behind the Four Seasons Hotel in Sydney a plaque commemorates the spot where the first convict 

in the colony of New South Wales was hanged. The area was once known  to locals as “Gallows Hill”. The 

execution took place on February 27, 1788. 

As well as being the first convict executed in the colony, Thomas Barrett is believed to be the first person to 

create a piece of colonial art.  

Born in London about 1758, little is known of his early life.  Records indicate Thomas was found guilty of theft 

in July 1782 when he appeared at the Old Bailey.  He allegedly stole silver mugs, trays, cutlery and a wine 

strainer from a home belonging to William Lewis. Despite  three witnesses testifying to seeing  Barrett close 

to the house  at the time of the robbery,  he was found not guilty. 

The following September he was caught running from the home of Ann Milton, after allegedly having stolen a 

silver watch, a chain and some shirts. Not so lucky this time, he was found guilty and sentenced to death. His 

sentence was commuted to seven years transportation and he was housed in a prison hulk whilst he awaited 

transportation.  

By 1787, Barrett now aged about 29 boarded the ship “Charlotte”, one of  eleven ships that sailed with the 

First Fleet in May of that year.  No profession is recorded on Barrett’s papers but his penchant for stealing 

silver suggests he may have been an  engraver before he was sentenced,  or it may be a skill he picked up 

from other prisoners. Whatever the truth he put those skills to use, aided by other prisoners, by forging coins 

on the voyage using metal from belt buckles, buttons and spoons. 

When the ship docked in Rio de Janeiro he tried to pass the coins to traders but was discovered. The sur-

geon aboard the Charlotte, John White, admired Barrett’s “great ingenuity and address” and said that the only 

thing that gave the scam away was the poor quality of the metal. A search of the convict quarters failed to 

reveal the equipment used. 

White later commissioned Barrett to make a medal commemorating the voyage of the Charlotte, which Bar-

rett carved in the six days from when the Fleet arrived at Botany Bay and moved to Sydney Cove. Made from 

a silver medical kidney dish, the medal was inscribed with a picture of the Charlotte on one side, with details 

of the voyage on the other, including starting and finishing co-ordinates and the distance travelled. (The 

medal has had various owners since, but in 2008 the Australian National Maritime Museum acquired it at auc-

tion for $750,000.) 

Although Barrett had earned a place as a convict artist he found himself on the wrong side of the  authorities 

just four weeks after the First Fleet arrived in 1788. He conspired with three other prisoners, Henry Lovel, 

John Ryan and Joseph Hall, to steal food from the government stores. Called before a court martial the con-

victs were condemned to death. 
 

The problem was that nobody wanted to be the executioner. One of the prisoners, John Ryan, who had 

turned state’s evidence against the others, was forced into the role of executioner. Hall and Lovel were given 

a reprieve but Barrett was taken to a large tree on the hill in what is now The Rocks and hanged. His body 

was left to hang for an hour to discourage others. 

  

   Plaque on corner of Essex and Harrington Street,  Sydney       


