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It is hard to believe that winter is near after all the beautiful weather we 
have been having. 
 
During the past couple of months we have experienced great presenta-
tions from our guest speakers. 
 
Our June meeting will be held in the theatrette at Penrith Library on High 
Street. Lorraine Stacker will speak about the 200th Anniversary of the 
Convict Farm at Emu Plains. 
 
At the Chapter AGM in August, all Committee positions are declared va-
cant. There may be a position you may like to fill. You have heard the say-
ing “new blood” and that will include the position of President. During the 
past two years, I have held the position of President but I believe we need 
a change. Hence, I will be standing down. It has been a pleasure and like I 
have told you before I have received the greatest support from “our team”. 
 
I believe our chapter is the best! Why? Because we have a selection of 
members who are all very special people and I thank you for your friend-
ship. 

                    
 
                                                            
                                                             President, 
      Pamela Hempel 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

 

 JUNE 2019 MEETING 

Topic: “200th Anniversary of the Convict Farm at Emu Plains’ 

Date: Saturday 8 June 2019 

Venue: Penrith Library, High Street Penrith  

Time: 11am 

Guest Speaker: Lorraine Stacker, Local History Achivist, Author and Librarian 

 

 

 

JULY 2019 MEETING 

Topic: To be announced 

Date: Saturday 13th July,2019 

Venue: Hawkesbury Regional Library, George Street, Windsor 

Time: 11am 

Guest Speaker: Heather Garnsey, Society of Australian Genealogicals (SAGS) 

 

 

 

AUGUST 2019 MEETING 

Topic: AGM 

Date: Saturday 10th August 2019 

Venue: Hawkesbury Regional Library, George Street, Windsor 

Time: 11am 

Guest Speaker: Judith Dunn is a local historian and tour guide who will be speaking  

on a topic to be announced. 
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Saturday 6th August 1788 

It has rained continuously for four days with damage to many of the huts. I fear for the life of 
the colony. 

                   Captain Phillip 

 

Sunday 7th August 1788 

It has rained for five days most persistently and it has been reported by Bradley that Lieut. 
Governor’s house which was a building of stone and several feet above the ground gave 
way with the heavy rain and fell to the ground. 

         Captain Phillip 

 

 

Tuesday 9th August 1788 

The convicts are taking advantage of the bad weather, thefts are frequent, sheep are being 
stolen and although a proclamation has been issued offering a pardon to any convict lead-
ing to the arrest of person concerned in the felonies, there was no response. 

                                               Judge Advocate Collins 

 

 Quotes from the Colony 1788 

 
   “Heritage, History and Art”  

Carol Roberts is a local historian who 

gave a very interesting presentation 

on the life and paintings of local artist 

Greg Hansell at the Chapter Meeting 

in March.  
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  Robert Forrester  by Coral Cleary 

Robert Forrester was a First Fleet convict transported to Sydney on the “Scarborough” in 1788. After an event-

ful few years of incarceration, he settled in the Hawkesbury as a free man and left a legacy that today keeps 

intriguing his now ninth generation descendants. 

As I uncovered Robert’s life, I found he and some of his children are linked to significant events in colonial his-

tory. The family owned sizeable tracts of land in Windsor NSW, Norfolk Island, northern NSW and southern 

Queensland; owned two Melbourne Cup winners in the late 1800s; owned Warwick Farm Racecourse; hosted 

Phar Lap at a family property in Windsor; and more recently dined with Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Pal-

ace as a “welcome home”. At one time people didn’t talk about their family history. They would  feel ashamed 

having a convict in the family, but I am very proud and happy to be a part of this First Fleeter’s family. 

Born around 1758, Robert was convicted of stealing six sovereigns from a widow’s home on April 29, 1783. 

Found guilty he was  sentenced to hang, but In September 1783 Robert received His Majesty’s gracious par-

don. Having already started his sentence he was later transferred to the “Scarborough” on May 13, 1787, 

which was part of The  First Fleet that arrived in Sydney on January 26, 1788. 

Robert’s seven-year sentence was extended a year after he was convicted of inciting Aborigines to riot, and 

was sent to Norfolk Island aboard the “Atlantic” on October 1791. He was then soon made a free man and 

given a land grant of 12 acres at Pitt Path, Queensborough on Norfolk Island on November 5, 1791. 

Hawkesbury Farms 

By all accounts, Robert became an accomplished farmer selling maize to the colony. He left the island – and 

his wife Mary Frost – on March 9, 1793, and returned to Port Jackson aboard the “Kitty”. 

His farming prowess was noted by the NSW Governor, Lieutenant Philip Gidley King, who granted Robert 30 

acres of flood prone river frontage along Argyle Reach, Windsor, on December 3, 1794. Due to his success, 

he was granted a further 70 acres at Mulgrave Place, Windsor on July 16, 1804. 

Colonial Family Life 

Isabella Ramsay, a Third Fleet convict, became a prominent figure in Robert’s life and they had eight children 

together. She had been charged with theft in Cumberland and was transported on the “Mary Ann” in 1791. 

She married James Manning, a First Fleet marine in Parramatta in 1792, and soon afterwards became 

Robert’s housekeeper. There was no record of marriage, but their first child was born in 1794. Later in 1804 

his further 70 acre grant was on higher ground near another large landowner William Cox (English soldier, 

explorer, road builder and pioneer). Six of the eight children had families. Their second child Margaret was first 

generation born in 1795, and was the matriarch of the line I belong to. Margaret married Richard Ridge in 

1809 and their daughter Martha married James Miller, which is where my maiden name Miller comes into it.    

Honest Black Bill 

Another of Robert’s children, Henry, born in 1799, became a wealthy resident in Windsor. Known as a gener-

ous man, the twice-married Henry gave away five homes to friends in his will and also set up his son George 

as a wealthy landholder. George built up huge land holdings in northern NSW and southern Queensland 

which were “equal in size to the British Isles”. 

Robert’s most famous descendant, grandson William, was one of Australia’s most successful racehorse train-

ers. He was known as “Honest Black Bill” for his generosity, as well as the ‘Squire of Warwick Farm’ because 

he owned Warwick Farm Racecourse, which had been a 110 acre land grant handed to the family during the 

time of Governor Lachlan Macquarie. 

In 1899, William and EA Oatley formed a syndicate to establish a proprietary racing club at the farm. Along 

with his two famous Melbourne Cup winners, Gaulus (1897) and Grafter (1898), William contested five Mel-

bourne Cups in total and achieved two wins, a quinella, three seconds, a third and two fourths. The Forrester 

Cup, named after him, is still run annually at the beginning of the Spring Carnival. Later descendants, the 

Miller family, owned another Melbourne Cup winner, Windbag, as well as the Kia Ora stud in Scone NSW. 
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At rest in Windsor 

At the age of 69,  Robert Forrester died in Windsor on February 14, 1827, and is buried at St Matthews 

Church of England. Meanwhile, Robert’s descendants have kept his legacy alive on Norfolk Island. 

Sixth and seventh generation Forresters re-established family links on the island in 1985, and Forrester Court 

– a five star cliff top cottage retreat – was built on land purchased by John Forrester to further the family inter-

est in Robert’s original 12 acre land grant. 

On a visit to Norfolk Island with my cousin Dorothy Miller, we met up with John Forrester at his home and were 

shown tremendous hospitality as he shared his heritage and recounted his lunch with the Queen. 

Married a farmer – my brief history 

I feel I have kept the farming tradition alive. I was part of a farming family that grew vegetables and stone fruit 

for the markets on an East Kurrajong property. I didn’t like it as it was pretty isolated. I remember as a child 

helping on the farm and thinking I was hard done by, but this was the normal. Things became easier after the 

depression, but being out of town transport was a problem as only a few people owned a vehicle, and then it 

was mainly a truck.  Life was getting better. So how strong were these people? Coping with the hard toil, 

women growing and making everything to eat, making all the clothes and helping on the farms was hard work. 

Everything was recycled two and three times. 

So what did I do? I married a farmer from across the river! I married Ronald Cleary and moved to Pitt Town to 

live on his family orchard. Large families inter-married so there was a greater connection in the community 

and to this day, descendants like me still live in the Hawkesbury. Later generations are tending to spread far 

and wide with more opportunities in education, trades etc. 

The Bi-Centenary 

The years leading up to the Bi-Centenary in 1988 fuelled my interest in preserving the memory of our pioneers 

and the fact that my forebears have lived in the Hawkesbury district since the days of the first settlers in the 

1790’s. 

I was on the committee raising finance, researching family names for approval for the memorial plaques, and 

helping organise placement of the memorial and anchor which still stands in Thompsons Square. I, along with 

two committee colleagues, were awarded gold medallions plus $2000.00 funding, by the Australian Women’s 

Weekly and The Bicentennial Authority for our project. 

“The Women 88” committee of the Australian Bicentennial Authority made the award to those women in the 

community” who consistently demonstrated such qualities as leadership, compassion, humanity and courage 

in their life and work”. They received over 1200 nominations. 

 

  

 

 

 

Left to Right: Coral Cleary, Joanne Cleary, Michael Cleary, Anika Wise, Corbin Wise, Shaun Wise, Riordan Ghali, Tristan Ghali, 

Lauren Ghali. 
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 A GLANCE AT HENRY EDWARD DODD 

 

Henry Edward Dodd arrived with Governor Phillip aboard the First Fleet. He was employed as The Governor’s  
personal servant but was an experienced farmhand. Dodd turned out to be the only free man capable of  
'cultivating the lands on the public account'. It was February of 1788 when Dodd supervised the clearing and 
hoeing operations at the head of Farm Cove.  There were, shortly after, a few acres of corn successfully grow-
ing. 

In early  November of  1788 Governor  Phillip established a military outpost at Rose Hill. James Smith was en-
trusted to supervise  the convicts sent there to commence farming. Smith came from England as a free man 
aboard the Lady Penrhyn. When Smith was found to be unsuitable for the task, he was replaced by Dodd in 
March of 1789. 'This man', David Collins wrote  'joined to much agricultural knowledge a perfect idea of the la-
bour to be required from … the convicts; and his figure was calculated to make the idle and the worthless shrink 
if he came near them'. During the year, the number of convicts at Rose Hill increased and the military guard was 
reduced in October. Dodd's 'influence' was such that 'military coercion was not so necessary as when the settle-
ment was first established'. 

That Dodd was no mean gardener was apparent to all who saw the 'plentiful and luxuriant' produce, including a 
cabbage weighing twenty-six pounds (11.8 kg). The cabbage was sent to Government House a few days prior 
to Christmas in 1789. Phillip reported in February 1790 that 100 convicts were working under the direction of 
this 'very industrious man' and that the corn produced was 'exceedingly good'. When Watkin Tench visited Rose 
Hill in November 1790, he was informed by Dodd  that 88 (36 ha) of 200 acres (81 ha) had been cleared and 
prepared for cultivating wheat, barley, oats and maize. Although a little critical of some of the procedures, Tench  
readily appreciated the practical problems. 

Henry Dodd had been ill for some time when he died on 28 January 1791. With his death the colony ‘sustained 
a great loss’. It was in the corner of a stock reserve that Dodd was buried. This area would later become the 
burial ground of St Johns, Parramatta. The funeral was well attended by free people and convict alike. Of those 
whom attended the funeral there may have been some whom perhaps felt a vague uneasiness, for Collins sug-
gested that Dodd's death 'was accelerated by exposing himself in his shirt for three or four hours during the 
night, in search after some thieves who were plundering his garden'. A stone erected to his memory still stands 
in St Johns cemetery, but more significantly Collins's tribute endures. 'He had acquired an ascendancy over the 
convicts which he preserved without being hated by them; he knew how to proportion their labour to their ability, 
and, by an attentive and quiet demeanour, had gained the approbation and countenance of the different officers 
who had been on duty at Rose Hill.' 

Citation details 
A. J. Gray, 'Dodd, Henry Edward ', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National 
University,  
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  A GLANCE AT JOHN IRVING 

 

John Irving was a convict 'bred to surgery'. After being found guilty of larceny at Lincoln, England on 6 March 

1784, he was sentenced to seven years transportation. It was whilst aboard the hulks on the Thames that his 

surgical training was mentioned to Superintendent Duncan Campbell by one of the visiting surgeons, Dr Er-

skine. Campbell commended Irving to Under-Secretary Nepean who seems to be of the opinion that Irving  

be employed professionally on the transports. After embarking on the Scarborough, but was transferred to the 

Lady Penrhyn on 20 March 1787 as the surgeon's mate and apparently acted in this capacity until 27 April 

when Surgeon Altree returned from sick leave. 

There is no conclusive evidence of John assisting  the surgeon on the voyage, but upon landing at Sydney 
Cove he was immediately employed as an assistant at the hospital. Over the next two years the surgeons 
found him 'a very useful man' and  on 28 February 1790 Governor Arthur Phillip emancipated John in recog-
nition of his 'unremitting good conduct and meritorious behaviour'. He was then directed to proceed to Norfolk 
Island in H.M.S. Sirius as assistant to Surgeon Dennis Considen. Lieutenant Ralph Clark rejoiced in the 
knowledge that Irving was on board because he was 'the best Surgeon amongst them'. Watkin Tench who 
reacted against the view that the convict settlement was bound to be a sink of infamy, accepted Irving's 
emancipation, the first granted at Sydney Cove, as pleasing proof 'that universal depravity did not prevail'. 

Upon  returning to Sydney at the end of 1791 Irving was posted to Parramatta to assist Surgeon Thomas 

Arndell.  John Irving was granted thirty acres of land on 22 February 1792 on the north side of the creek lead-

ing to Parramatta, between the grants made to Phillip Schaffer  and Robert Webb, and by 16 October he had 

nine acres under maize and two acres were ready for planting. 

Of his professional work, which became increasingly heavy, a few specific records have been preserved. His 

deposition on the post-mortem of Simon Burn and the  evidence he provided at the trial of John Hill for Burn's 

murder showed his skill in stating matters simply, clearly and convincingly. Irving died at Parramatta on 3 

September 1795 and is buried in St Johns Cemetery at Parramatta. No stone marks his grave but one Par-

ramatta Street bears his name. When Collins said that his death 'was much regretted' and that 'his loss would 

be severely felt' he expressed the popular estimate of Irving's worth. 

 

 

Citation details 

J. Gray, 'Irving, John (1760–1795)', Australian Dictionary of Biography, National Centre of Biography, Australian National 

University, 

 

 

For contributions to the Newsletter please email to  

    fffhnc2015@gmail.com 

      Website:  www.fffhnc.com 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/phillip-arthur-2549

